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PHOTO ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

A photo essay is a set or series of photographs that are intended to tell a story.  

Your assignment: tell a story about the Great Snowfall of 2010 using pictures. 

Your collection of photos should creatively capture what you did during and after the storm.  The best photo essays will capture the spirit of days away from CSW.

You will be assessed in four categories: content, quality of photographs, title and captions, and formatting.

For photo content and quality, consider effective photo essay elements:

· Varied perspectives

· Varied distances

· Angles

· Changes in lighting

· Focusing on different people involved

· Rules of thirds (Don’t put the subject in the center!)

· Variety of sizes and shapes of photos

· Dominant photographs

· Candid versus staged shots

· Black and white versus color

When picking the photos, always consider these questions…

· What emotional response does the photo evoke?

· Does it catch my attention?

· Does it really represent what is happening in the story?

· How does it work with the other photos?

· Does it capture something new that the other photos do not?

· Is it unique and/or creative?

For title and captions…

· Write a title that synthesizes the emotion, the event, or the spirit of your collection

· Write captions that are both expressive, compelling, and informative

· Identify people who are prominent in the photos.  Make sure to spell names correctly.  When telling the names of people in the photos, go from left to right from top to bottom.  If needed, write directions in parenthesis (i.e. counterclockwise from top)

· Proofread all captions for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors

Formatting and Other Specifics
· Use a multimedia program such as PowerPoint to display your photos. 

· All photos must be original and must be taken by YOU.

· The collection must be between 15 and 50 photos.  Be selective.  A photo essay with 15 unique photos is far better than an essay with 50 expected or repetitive images.

· Music adds to the experience so add it when appropriate.  Just make sure that it captures the mood.  

Before Photographing…
· Walk around.  Look for something to spark your interest.  

· Be open to exploring something from a new angle.  

PHOTO ESSAY RUBRIC






TOTAL ___/20

Names _______________________________________________________________________________

	Criteria
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Content
	Lacks creativity, lacks originality, does not follow assignment, concept seems disjointed, does not attract the audience’s attention 
	Questionable creativity and originality, concept is weak, message or emotion unclear, loses audience’s attention
	Creative and somewhat original, conveys a message or emotion, attracts audience attention
	Highly creative, not typical; unique, conveys strong message or emotion

	Quality of Photographs
	Photos are unfocused or grainy; most photos do not show attention to detail or attention to various elements; there are fewer than 15 images
	Some photos are unclear; some photos show attention to detail and that various elements (angles, distances, lighting, perspectives) have been considered; at least 15 images are offered
	Most photos are clear; most photos show attention to detail and that various elements (angles, distances, lighting, perspectives) have been considered; at least 15 images are offered 
	All photos are clear; photos show attention to detail and that various elements (angles, distances, lighting, perspectives) have been considered; at least 15 images are offered 

	Title and Captions
	The title is missing; the captions are vague; numerous names have been spelled wrong; the text contains numerous errors
	The title is obvious or vague; the language of the captions is repetitive; names have been spelled incorrectly; the text contains grammatical errors
	The title synthesizes the big idea; the language of the captions is clear and expressive; all names have been spelled correctly and the text is mostly error-free
	The title synthesizes the project and captures the theme or emotion perfectly; the language of the captions is compelling, expressive, and informative; all names have been spelled correctly and the text is grammatically correct

	Format
	The slide layout or traditional gallery presentation distracts from the intended message; the transition between images is awkward; if music has been added, it distracts from the presentation
	The slideshow or traditional gallery presentation conveys the intended message but looses the viewer’s attention at times; a climactic moment is missing; the transition between slides is awkward; if music has been added, it fails to capture the mood
	The slideshow or traditional gallery presentation enhances the intended message and captures the viewer’s attention; a climactic moment may be missing; the transition between slides is smooth; if music has been added, the music captures the appropriate mood
	The slideshow or traditional gallery presentation strongly enhances the intended message and captures the viewer’s attention; a progression has been captured with a climatic moment; the transition between slides is smooth; if music has been added, the music captures the appropriate mood


